BLACK BEAUTY
it here. You know that master, and John, and James are
always good to us, and talking against men in such a place
as this doesn't seem fair or grateful, and you know there are
good masters and good grooms besides ours, though, of
course, ours are the best/' This wise speech of good little
Merrylegs, which we knew was quite true, cooled us all
down, 'specially Sir Oliver, who was dearly fond of his mas-
ter; and to turn the subject I said, "Can anyone tell me
the use of blinkers?"
"No!" said Sir Oliver shortly, "because they are no use."
''They are supposed," said Justice in his calm way, "to pre-
vent horses from shying and starting, and getting so fright-
ened as to cause accidents."
"Then what is the reason they do not put them on riding
horses; especially on ladies' horses?" said I.
"There is no reason at all," said he quietly, "except the
fashion; they say that a horse would be so frightened to see
the wheels of his own cart or carriage coming behind him that
he would be sure to run away, although, of course, when he is
ridden he sees them all about him if the streets are crowded.
I admit they do sometimes come too close to be pleasant, but
we don't run away; we are used to it, and understand it, and
if we had never blinkers put on, we should never want them;
we should see what was there, and know what was what, and
be much less frightened than by only seeing bits of things
that we can't understand."
Of course, there may be some nervous horses who have
been hurt or frightened when they were young, and may be
the better for them, but as I never was nervous I can't judge.